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Introduction

Article 66B of the Annotated Code of Maryland requires the Planning Commission annually to prepare, adopt, and file with the Town Council a report of all changes in land use, transportation, community facilities, zoning map amendments, and subdivision plats. The report should also include a determination of whether each change is consistent with each other, the Comprehensive Plan, the plans of adjoining jurisdictions, state and local plans, and the recommendations made in the last annual report. The last report was prepared for 2011.

The report shall also include recommendations for improving the planning and development process within the Town. The Town Council shall review the annual report and take actions as appropriate and necessary to insure the continuation of a viable planning and development process.
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2012 Town Highlights
· March – Town begins prioritizing repairs and corrective measures for sewer system as identified by the November 2010 smoke test and subsequent televising of the sewer trunk line.   
· April – Town begins weekly curbside yard waste program from April through November .
· June – Mayor & Council adopts a tax differential property tax rate as agreed upon with the County Commissioners. 
         -- Town adopts a revised seal and unveils first official flag during a Flag Day ceremony. 
· July – The Public Relations Committee holds its first meeting and begins updating interface and content of the website in coordination with Town staff.
· August – After holding a public hearing and receiving the recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Mayor & Council unanimously vote to deny the Dominion Transmission, Inc. Site Master Plan amendment and transmits its findings to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

· The first Myersville National Night Out Against Crime is held at Doub’s

Meadow Park with approximately 300 residents attending.  This successful event was coordinated by the Town Parks & Recreation Committee and Town Deputy Jim Harris with assistance from the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office and Myersville Volunteer Fire Company.
· September – The Parks & Recreation Committee hosts its semi-annual Volunteer Awards Banquet.
· Construction completed on the Deceleration Lane for west-side access to the

Doub’s Meadow Park parking area.
· Town installs its first temporary speed humps at Harp Place as a pilot project to 

deter speeding.
· October – The Mayor & Council purchases 9 acres off Pleasant Walk Road to complete its acquisition of approximately 75 acres of protected watershed land.

· The Parks & Recreation Committee, in conjunction with other community organizations, hosts the first Harvest Festival featuring children’s activities and vendors.  

· December 
– The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission issues a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Dominion Transmission, Inc. permitting the construction of its Allegheny Storage Project.  The Mayor & Council will file a reconsideration request.      
 Permit Activity


          Population in Myersville*
	Permit Type
	2011
	2012
	
	Year
	Population
	Housing Units

	 New Single Family
	0
	0
	
	1970
	450
	169

	Addition (porch, deck, etc.)
	7
	5
	
	1980
	432
	182

	Accessory Structure
	7
	8
	
	1990
	464
	196

	Interior Alteration, 

Basement (Res.)   
	3
	3
	
	2000
	1,382
	453

	Fence
	  8^
	3
	
	2008
	1,539
	519

	Pools/Hot Tubs
	  1^
	1
	
	2009
	1,545
	521

	Non-Residential Renovations
	1
	3^
	
	2010
	1,624
	523

	Home Occupations
	2
	2
	
	2011
	1,627
	523


	Change of Use/Owner
	2
	0
	
	2012
	1,627
	523
554 dwelling units

	Signs
	8
	7^
	

	Demolition
	0
	0
	

	Driveway
	1
	0
	

	Total
	40^
	33^
	


County Approved: 22 

Town Review Only: 11
Use & Occupancy Certificates: 4 
Voided or Expired: 1


^32 permits issued, includes 2 separate types combined in single permit.
*Source: U.S. Decennial Census. 2007-2009 estimates provided by Town staff. 
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Annexations 
There were no formal initiations of or requests for annexation during 2012.  Planning staff was approached by a property owner on the east side of Brethren Church Road whom expressed conceptual interest in seeking annexation.  Staff discussed the annexation process and considerations that the property owner would need to address prior to submitting a formal petition to the Town [MAP ##].      
Subdivisions & Minor Developments 
The following table represents various plans reviewed by the Myersville Planning Commission in 2012.  No other development plans were submitted for approval and no project applications were denied as a result of failing a Town Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance test in 2012. 
	Applicant
	Plan Type
	Location
	Description
	Map #

	Buckeye Quail, LLLP.  
	Modified Preliminary Forest Conservation Plan
	Quail Run Subdivision
	Approved amendment to existing plan.
	1

	Buckeye Quail, LLLP.
	Preliminary Plat
	Quail Run Subdivision
	Approved 78 single family detached dwelling units and 30 townhouses. 
	1

	Sunoco, Inc.
	Modified Site Plan
	9630 Myersville Road
	Approved amendment to existing plan. Permitted 24 –hour operation.
	2

	Dominion Transmission, Inc. 
	Site Master Plan in Overlay Zone
	Milt Summers Rd. & Myersville Rd.
	Denied amendment to a previous Site Master Plan that proposed construction of a natural gas compressor station. 
	3


Board of Zoning Appeals 
	Case #
	Applicant(s)
	Location
	Request
	Action
	Map #

	BA-12-01
	Sibu Sura Chocolates
	308 Main Street
	Modification to conditions of previous special exception extending hours of operation.
	Approved
	4

	BA-12-02
	Sunoco, Inc.
	9630 Myersville Road
	Variance of maximum square footage allowed for signage.
	Denied
	2


Text Amendments


2012-03   
An ordinance amending the signage code to permit temporary sponsorhip signs and banners at public parks and open spaces.  The ordinance also establishes procedures for interested parties submitting requests to the Mayor & Council to erect temporary sponsorship signs at Town-owned parks and open spaces. 

2012-04
An ordinance defining “Bees” in the Animal Code.

2012-05
An ordinance defining “Residential” and “Commercial Beekeeping” and further permitting such activities within most zoning districts with limitations.   

Rezoning-Map-Amendment 

There were no requests or Town-initiated rezoning changes made in 2012.
Zoning and Code Issues


The following sections include the various zoning and code enforcement cases handled in 2012 by the Town Zoning Administrator and Town Manager.  The Town strives to address all cases professionally, with most cases being complaint-driven and with notice given to the party in question prior to pursuing any fines or penalties.  There were no cases in 2012 resulting in the levying and collection of a fine.  Note that some cases will fit into more than one violation category.

Zoning and Enforcement Cases 

	Zoning Complaints (7)
	Code Complaints (14)
	Maintenance Complaints (11)

	Work w/o Permit = 1
	Hoops in R-O-W = 0
	Trees/Shrubs in R-O-W = 3

	Home Occupation = 3
	Untagged/Oversized Vehicles = 1
	Grass/Weeds = 4

	Site Plan 

Compliance = 2
	Conspicuous 

Receptacles = 8
	Unsafe/Unsanitary Bldg = 2

	Junkyard = 0
	Animals = 0
	Litter = 2

	Signage = 1
	Soliciting w/o Permit = 5
	Total = 32 cases,  25 violations




   Types of Enforcement Cases 2010 - 2012
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Planning and Zoning Inquiries



In addition to enforcement requests and conventional requests from applicants, the Town Planner and Zoning Administrator responded to over 125 unique inquiries into various requests for Town information, data, permitting requirements, review procedures and research.  
Infrastructure Improvements


Transportation

Main Street – The Mayor & Council approved issuance of a bond for Main Street improvements and entered into a professional services agreement with ARRO Engineering & Consulting Group for the project. Coordination with all stakeholders continues, with construction tentatively planned for the spring and summer of 2014. [MAP #5]
Park & Ride – Staff continued coordinating with County, SHA and MTA officials to in reviewing preliminary engineering of plans for expansion of the Park & Ride lot.  Staff observations and records show that the Average daily usage of the lot (not bus usage) was 62.5 cars per day with 85% of cars being registered in Maryland which was a 3% decrease from average usage in 2011 with a rated capacity of 64 spaces. 
[MAP #6]
Doub’s Meadow Park/ MD 17 Deceleration Lane – Per requirements of SHA, the Town completed construction of a deceleration lane along Route 17 at the entrance to the soccer field parking lot.  The project was funded partially from the Town’s allocation of state Program Open Space grant, however numerous SHA field changes and miscommunication by SHA departments resulted in cost overruns. [MAP #7]  
Water Supply & Distribution

Water taps are made available at the developer’s expense. The Town’s average water usage for 2012 was 131,582 gallons per day (gpd), a decrease of 5.6% from 2011, and the current daily water capacity draw of the Town is 241,800gpd, with a maximum allowable draw of 412,000gpd.  
Total rainfall measured in Myersville in 2012 was 89 inches, averaging 7.42 inches monthly and a median of 5.9 inches with a high of 19.6 inches in October and a low of 2.1 inches in November.  Precipitation totals represent a 23% increase from 2011; however, this increase is mainly attributed to a severe September storm and Hurricane Sandy in October.  

Wastewater Treatment Facilities

Sewer taps are available due to the approved increase in capacity for the upgraded WWTP from 150,000gpd to 300,000gpd granted by the State in 1998. The Town’s average discharge in 2011 was 195,455 gallons per day (gpd), a decrease of 7.4% from 2011.  
This figure includes inflow and infiltration which accounted for approximately 33% of total discharge or 32% on average per month.  This figure reflects a decrease from 39% total and 34% average from 2011 in part due to the commencement of corrective measures instituted by the Town.  When accounting for the significant impact of Hurricane Sandy, the total yearly inflow and infiltration would be approximately 29%.     
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Review of Local Construction Projects 
The Mayor & Council approved a Myersville Junior Baseball League proposal to erect a second baseball batting cage at Town-owned Doub’s Meadow Park. 
Ongoing Projects and Research 
· The Planning Commission continued to review and implement the Comprehensive Plan goals and objectives in wake of the Mayor and Council’s adoption in 2010.  A status update was delivered in October and the Planning Commission has since prioritized the remaining objectives for implementation over the next three years.  

· The Planning Commission has completed drafting text amendments to address commercial signage and new sediment and erosion control standards that will be considered by the Mayor and Council for adoption in early 2013.  Additionally, the Planning Commission has researched text amendments that would permit the residential keeping of chickens and amend the Overlay Zoning Districts plan review process for consideration in the first half of 2013. 
· The Town continued its cooperation with Drees Homes to identify possible resolutions to the lack of sufficient water source currently precluding additional lots to be recorded.  A new public works agreement has been presented and should be executed in first quarter 2013.
· The Planning Commission and Mayor & Council reviewed and submitted requested revisions to Buckeye Quail, LLLP. for a water resources public works agreement.  Staff continues to coordinate with the developer on design and cost estimates for a proposed on-site water treatment plant. 
Town Solid Waste & Recycling Statistics*
	YEAR
	TIPPING FEES
	AVG FEES/Mo
	TONNAGE
	AVG TONS/Mo
	TONNAGE

DIFFERENCE
	RECYCLING # PARTICIPATION

	2009
	$54,400
	$4,532
	711.7
	59.3
	   --
	N/A

	2010
	$46,400
	$3,865
	605.5
	50.5
	(15%)
	66.8%

	2011
	$35,700
	$2,979
	467.9
	39
	(23%)
	67.9%

	2012
	$38,300
	$3,192
	501.8
	41.8
	7%
	68.5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Averages
	$43,700 
	$3,642
	572
	47.65
	(30%) 3yrs
	67.7%


# Recycling Participation Rate as calculated by Frederick County Office of Recycling.  Percentage of residents in Myersville community service area placing toters curbside for each collection date.  
*NOTE: Tonnage reported in the table and two charts is for residential municipal solid waste and does not include the total tonnage of recyclables collected.


Town Total Municipal Solid Waste 2009-2012
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Changes in County Jurisdiction 

No changes in County Jurisdiction occurred in 2012.

Professional Development

· Commissioner Donna Squires served as Treasurer for the Maryland Planning Commissioners Association.
· Commissioner Squires and Town Planner continued  collaborating as part of a work group with MPCA, MDP, the University of Maryland and the Sea Grant Extension on expanding planning commissioner education and training outreach programs  
· Town Planner continues to serve on Western Maryland Local Government Exchange Steering Committee.
· Town Planner continues to serve as alternate member on Frederick County Board of Zoning Appeals
· Continued training sessions given for all Planning Commission members including a review of Open Meetings Act requirements, ethics, Plan Maryland, conducting fair and efficient public hearings and general topical information.
· Town Planner attended Maryland Chapter of the American Planning Association annual meeting, the Maryland and Delaware APA Chapters Biannual Conference, Department of Natural Resources tree care training and attended seminars on Chesapeake Bay cleanup efforts development review, ethics, comprehensive planning, zoning administration and code revisions.
Summary


The changes in the town due to the approval of the aforementioned preliminary plat, preliminary forest conservation plan and site plan are consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and the County Comprehensive Plan. Also consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and consistent with each other, are the text amendments that was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission and subsequently approved by the Mayor and Council. The following recommendations shall help to improve the planning and development process within the Town. (*Please note that recommendations are not listed or ranked based on prioritization).
Recommendations
Prior Recommendations*

Organizational

1. Undertake a detailed GPS-based location of entire water system and update to Town GIS database.  Continue chronicling locations of new and replaced water valves on GIS – Ongoing.
Water valves have been updated on the GIS system and GPS locating of water system continues to remain a priority for implementation.   

2. Continue staff professional development and Planning Commission and Board of Appeals training - Completed.  


Please reference “Professional Development” section on 
Page 11.  
3. Evaluate existing staff workload for potential increase in hours assigned - Completed.   

After reviewing increasing workload and demand from serving on a number of committees, planning staff hours are now considered full-time at approximately 36 hours per week.  
4. Update the interface of the Town website in collaboration with Public Relations Committee - Completed. 


Town staff, in conjunction with the Town Intern and Public Relations Committee identified more 
than 30 enhancements and implemented the vast majority of them within the existing website 
framework.  The Public Relations Committee will continue to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
website and recommend improvements.
5. Secure a student intern whom could focus on various Town administrative and planning tasks including identifying specialized grants.  Partnerships should be explored with local colleges and with high school students - Completed.   


A college intern was hired for the summer and winter months to provide assistance with website 
upgrades and administrative research. The Town will consider hiring another intern in 2013.
Short-Term Planning

6. Develop community revitalization plan and apply for DHCD Sustainable Communities program - Initiated.


Planning staff has begun the Town’s application and will submit to DHCD in 2013.   
7. Continue to review subdivision and zoning regulations to implement recommendations of Comprehensive Plan - Ongoing.


A status update was delivered in October and the Planning Commission has since prioritized the 
remaining objectives for implementation over the next three years.
8. Finalize and adopt current proposed zoning text amendments - Completed. 


The Mayor & Council adopted residential and commercial beekeeping and temporary sponsorship 
signage ordinances in 2012 that were drafted in 2011.   
Long-Term Planning

9. Establish Historic Resources Plan and Society/committee - Initiated.

Staff has undertaken preliminary and informal talks with local residents whom are interested in forming an independent Historical Society.  A Historic Resources Plan/Survey is still recommended to be developed by the Town in concert with local experts. 

10. Finalize draft of Parks and Open Spaces Master Plan and adopt - Near Completion.


A draft plan will be completed within the first quarter of 2013 for comment and revision.  
Town Projects

11. Leverage funding and financing for Main Street Enhancement Construction Project.  Continue engineering work - Completed. 


Please reference “Transportation Infrastructure Improvements” section on Page 7 for update.
12. Upon adoption of the Parks and Open Spaces Master Plan, Town should secure funding in preparation for improvements to Trolley Park - Ongoing.


The Open Space & Trails Committee is still collaborating with stakeholders and identifying 
potential funding sources beyond the Program Open Space or Community Parks & 
Playgrounds grants.
Planning Commission 2013 Priority Recommendations*
Organizational

1. Amend water and sewer tap allocation policy to include procedure for allocation when Town’s capacity is not scarce.  Town should also review existing tap connection fees to determine if adequate.
2. Public Relations Committee shall continue improving interface of the Town website.
Short-Term Planning

3. Develop community revitalization plan and apply for DHCD Sustainable Communities program and apply for Sustainable Maryland Certified designation.

4. Update subdivision and zoning regulations to address minimum lot widths, clarify definitions of “public utility” and “essential services”, and consider amending list of permitted and prohibited uses within the General Commercial and Highway Employment Overlay Zones.

5. Review and revise Village Center zoning ordinance to ensure future development harmoniously occurs along Main Street.

Long-Term Planning

6. Establish Historic Resources Plan and Society/committee.

7. Reevaluate street design standards and continue to promote bicycle and pedestrian links.
Town Projects

8. Continue coordination with State Highway Administration to ensure engineering and funding for Main Street Sidewalk Retrofit and Park & Ride Expansion projects is secured.

9. Begin implementation of Parks & Open Spaces Master Plan.
#        #        #
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