

Myersville Board of Appeals

Myersville Town Hall 

301 Main Street






 Myersville, MD 21773        

DRAFT Minutes of Meeting Held 

Monday, June 11, 2012  

Copies of the Official Minutes of the Board are retained on file in the Town Planning Office.

I. Call to Order.  

Chairman John Brown called the meeting of the Board of Appeals to order at 7:01 p.m.  Members present were Carolyn Burelbach, Michael Collins and Zoning Administrator Bradford Dyjak.  Also present were Julie McLean, and Doris Willard.  

II. Minutes of March 5, 2012 meeting.
The March minutes and the Case #BA-12-1 Findings & Decision were approved by unanimous consent.
III. Case BA-12-2 – Sunoco, Inc. 
Chairman Brown introduced Case BA-12-2 and swore-in all audience members planning to testify.  Chairman Brown asked the Board members whether they had visited the site and all indicated that they had for the record.  

The Applicant requested a variance of 40 ft2 from the maximum 100 ft2 limit of signage. Specifically, the request would increase the existing freestanding “goalpost” signage area
from 116.88 ft2 to 140.6 ft2.

Mr. Dyjak stated that the property has been posted in accordance with Section 165-87 and the case has been duly advertised in The Citizen and notice to all adjacent and confronting property owners has been transmitted.  Evidence attesting to these statements has been entered into the record.  No letters pertaining to this case had been received prior to the hearing.  Mr. Dyjak summarized the staff report and indicating that staff recommended denial of the request due to a lack of demonstrated hardship.  It was also noted that the four pole mounted signs that the Applicant had recently removed were in fact not previously approved and therefore did not reflect a net decrease in total site signage.  

Ms. McLean, owner and CEO, requested that the store be permitted to operate between the hours of 6 a.m. - 11 p.m. throughout the week for production purposes.  Ms. McLean attested to the need for overnight production due to the nature of the chocolate production process and that there would be no delivery trucks after 8p.m.  
Following the Board’s questioning of the applicant, Chairman Brown then opened the hearing to public comment.  Ms. Doris Willard of 306 Main Street testified that she supported the applicant’s request and that during construction in the winter, there was no impact to her property.  Ms. Willard further noted that the roasting and conching of the cocoa bean was not detectable outside.   

With there being no additional public comment, Chairman Brown then closed the record and sought discussion by the Board on the case.  Mr. Collins made a motion to grant modification for the extension of hours of operation for production purposes only from 6 a.m. - 11 p.m.  Retail hours would remain from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. for the property pursuant to the conditions enacted under Case BA-90-4.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Burelbach and approved unanimously.  

IV. Town Review Process of Pending Dominion Transmission, Inc. Application.  Mr. Dyjak provided a brief update of the pending review for the Site Master Plan Amendment that was to be submitted by Dominion Transmission, Inc. for the Battiata Property.   In accordance with Town Code, the Board would not be a review agent and would not hear an appeal of the Mayor & Council’s ultimate decision since the consideration of the amendment would be a legislative act not under the scope of the Board’s authority.   There was some general discussion of the project and Mr. Dyjak provided an overview of the procedural steps for review of projects within an overlay zoning district.      
V. Proposed Board Bylaws.  Continuing discussion from its August meeting, the Board reviewed the previously provided model municipal and county Board of Appeals bylaws.  There was consensus that Mr. Dyjak should begin drafting bylaws that mirrored the Frederick County Board of Appeals Bylaws – with some minor revisions – and then bring the bylaws back to the Board for approval.  The chairman indicated that he would consider calling a public meeting of the Board to consider adoption in the event that no cases were filed in the next few months.  
VI. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.       
Respectfully prepared and submitted:

Approved  __JULY_  ##,  2012







BY:

______________________________

______________________________

Bradford Dyjak




John Brown

Zoning Administrator & Board Secretary

Chairman, Myersville Board of Appeals
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