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MYERSVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of Meeting Held

January 3, 2012
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 pm.  Members in attendance were Monty Bussard, Mark Etheridge, Dave Sexton, Laura Sweeny, and Brad Dyjak.  Absent was Donna Squires whom provided advanced notice.   
I. Minutes for December meeting was approved, accepted by Mark, seconded by Monty.

II. Public Hearings
Park Signage Text Amendment – Diane Zepp as representative from Myersville Junior Baseball League (MJBL) supported amendment and stated that MJBL signs of 3’x8 ‘to be displayed during spring/fall season then removed.  Public hearing closed on motion by Mark, seconded by Laura.
Beekeeping Text Amendment – Bill McGiffin as representative from Frederick County Beekeeping Association indicated approval and supported the amendment.  Public hearing was closed on a motion by Mark, seconded by Monty.  Brad will work with legal counsel on final language on both amendments for February recommendation. 
III. Continuing Business
Quail Run Open Space Review – Received recommendations from Open Space & Trails Committee for Quail Run, Grindstone Park and Quail Run connection, Mark concerned about recreation areas in the stormwater management areas and there a number of suggestions from OST to discuss further at February PC meeting.
Annual Report 2012 Goals – Discussed 2012 goals and objectives for annual report also revisited the achievements for 2011. Specifically noted and of interest was solid waste and recycling figures, also increase in zoning permits. 

IV. New Business

DHCD Sustainable Communities Application – Brad to attend meeting to obtain application process, funding and other available programs
Residential Keeping of Chickens – Mayor requests the PC to review an amendment for Residential keeping of chickens, several issues, waste, odor, flock size, etc, Brad to check whether there are any local chicken interest groups to provide information.
V. Mayor and Council Briefing – 

a. Kristin working on refinance proposal of Town debt and could save approximately $400,000 over life of bonds. 
b. Two diseased trees on Main street will be gone in the next week, 
c. Still attempting to complete CCTV sewer line, weather not cooperating, 
d. School crossing signage to be enhanced on Main Street.   
e. Main Street Reconstruction Project public meeting feedback being sought.

VI. Town Planner Briefing –  
a. Open Space & Trails Committee spent most of December meeting reviewing Quail Run plans and will plan to discuss Trolley Park and Pleasant Walk Park in January.  
b. Plan Maryland approved by Governor and may have implications on Town.
c. Brad resolving several zoning issues.

d. Sibu Sura Chocolates – completing interior improvements and scheduling inspections with Health Department.  
VII. Commissioners Comments – Mark requested that Mayor consider sending letter to County requesting pilot program of weekly residential recycling collection.
Monty suggested that Brad contact Brunswick staff regarding its implementation of crosswalk and sidewalk improvements near its schools.

VIII. Public Comment – Mrs. Debbie Bruns was interested in commercial recycling, Town Christmas Tree and Trolley Park beautification.
Mrs. Michelle Sweet indicated that the sidewalks on northeast Canada Hill Road at Main Street were impediments to safe school travel and also suggested a grant seeker/intern for the Town.

IX. Meeting was adjourned at 9:18 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dave Sexton

Chairman

Myersville Planning Commission

Planning & Zoning Staff Report

 Myersville Planning Commission Regular Meeting- Tuesday, January 3, 2012
      PUBLIC HEARING
1. Park Signage Text Amendment – Revisions made per November 1st PC direction including clarification on general regulations, how applications are reviewed and time limits.  Mr. Clapp will review and revise text amendment accordingly before PC considers recommendation in February.  

2. Beekeeping Text Amendment – Staff and the M&C have received testimony from a Frederick County citizen on this matter and that information is included for your consideration.  Mr. Clapp will also review this text amendment and format into an ordinance for February PC consideration.  

             CONTINUING BUSINESS


1. Quail Run Open Space Review – Open Space & Trails Committee reviewed the proposed plans for open space and recreation at its December 19th regular meeting and discussed several considerations with the developer.  A memorandum including a formal recommendation will be provided at the PC meeting.  However, the general comments from the OST include connecting all paths within the subdivision, ensuring future connections to Grindstone Run Park including a central open space and incorporating athletic facilities within low-lying areas near stream.

2. Annual Report- 2012 Goals – Staff is continuing to prepare Annual Report for February recommendation.  Included for review and discussion is draft proposal for 2012 priorities for both PC and Town.
              NEW BUSINESS
1. DHCD Sustainable Communities Application – In a follow-up to a 2011 Annual Report goal, staff has investigated the suitability of applying for new state program that could enlist the Town for grant program eligibility under the Department of Housing and Community Development.     

2. Residential Keeping of Chickens – The mayor has requested that PC explore the issue of permitting chickens to be kept on residential lots with limitations and begin to craft a text amendment.  This proposal would be similar in intent as with the beekeeping ordinance, however there are more inherent health issues and restrictions that will need to be considered and staff will consult with the Towns of Sykesville, Boonsboro and Brunswick whom have recently reviewed this topic.  Staff will provide some initial background information at the meeting.
              TOWN PLANNER BRIEFING
1. Open Space & Trails Committee Update – Committee reviewed Quail Run plans and had several recommendations for changes.  The process was smooth and there was a good discussion between both the committee and developer on possible enhancements.  Committee is also continuing to draft recommendations within the Master Plan.

2. Plan Maryland Draft – MDP has submitted revised final draft to governor and has prepared draft guidelines for jurisdictions to participate in a land designation concurrency process. 

3. Zoning Issues – Staff will provide update of various commercial zoning considerations and status of several recent violations.  

              MEETINGS
1. M&C Workshop- Quail Run PWA – Wednesday, January 4th 

2. BOCC-Municipalities Meeting – Thursday, January 12th   

3. MML Municipal Planners Meeting – Friday, January 20th  

4. DHCD Application Workshop – Monday, January 23rd  

5. BOCC Comp Plan Hearing- Middletown Region – Tuesday, January 24th  

Respectfully prepared and submitted:







Thursday, December 22, 2011

Bradford Dyjak, Planning & Zoning Administrator
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