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MYERSVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of Meeting Held

March 6, 2012
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order at 7:04 pm.  Members in attendance were Monty Bussard, Mark Etheridge, Donna Squires, Laura Sweeny, and Brad Dyjak.  Absent was Dave Sexton whom provided advanced notice.   
I. Minutes for the January meeting were approved, motion by Mark and seconded by Monty.
II. Action Items
Park Signage Text Amendment – Donna made a motion to recommend the amendment to Mayor & Council pending Mr. Clapp’s review and final sign off from the PC after Mr. Clapp’s recommendations.  Seconded by Mark, approved unanimously.
Beekeeping Text Amendment – Donna made a motion to recommend the amendment to Mayor & Council pending Mr. Clapp’s review and final sign off from the PC after Mr. Clapp’s recommendations.  Seconded by Monty and approved unanimously.

2011 Annual Report – Reviewed the annual report.  Change to recommendation 5 to ongoing status.  Footnote to be added advising items are not ranked by importance.  Discussed expanding upon education, internships, etc.  Donna made a motion to accept the report with the changes discussed and recommend to Mayor & Council, Seconded by Monty seconded and approved unanimously.
III. Continuing Business
Quail Run Stormwater Management Plans – County is close to signing off on plans.  Most of Town’s comments were addressed.  Had a discussion regarding rain gardens and the responsibility for the maintenance (homeowners & HOA) for the rain gardens, as well as, the policing of the gardens (County to monitor.)  As well, Mark advised we need to be careful about wetland locations, due to bugs, etc.
Quail Run Preliminary Plans Open Space/Recreation – Discussed each item presented by the Open Space & Trails Committee.  Heard information from Mitzi regarding developer’s feelings on each item.  She stated the South trail was okay, the additional playground was ok, no to the gazebo, shift Lot 10/11 stub to 12/13 ok, and she was not wild about a trail behind 12/13 as walking through yards and privacy issues.  She was in agreement with the PC that connectivity throughout the development via sidewalks, paths, etc. is important.
DHCD Application.  Brad attended meeting regarding this.  The bottom line is we will be applying.  There is no direct funding benefit.  All benefits are indirect funding.  Currently the sidewalk retrofit funding is a 50/50 with the Town paying roughly 90K.  If our application were accepted then the State would fund the sidewalk retrofit.  Another benefit would be for small businesses and the availability of low interest loans.  The Town will need to create a Sustainable Community Task Force to work on the application.  A citizen, Michelle Sweet, commented at the end of the meeting that we may wish to consider a member from each standing committee to serve on the Task Force.  The main deadline for the application is July 1, 2012.

IV. New Business
Frederick County APFO Revisions.  Brad discussed how this may impact builders and their calculations; however, the impact to the Town directly would be minimal.

V. Mayor & Council Briefing – 

a. Mark advised the MC discussed the TV of the sewer lines.  
b. They are also looking at modifications to the school crossing area (cameras, speed bumps, etc.)  
c. MC has discussed Saber Ridge and the fact that they may have another option for a well on a different property.  
d. There was also a discussion on a possibility of curb side yard waste pick up.  
e. Discussions have continued regarding the refinancing of the town debt and 
f. Finally, the Quail Run PWA & taps have been a topic of discussion.
VI. Town Planner Briefing –  
a. Administrative Announcements - No impact determined for home occupation permit at 111 Deerwoods Place approved unanimously by PC via email and formally stated during meeting.  U&O issued to Sibu Sura.  As well, Sibu Sura going to the BOA March 5, 2012 requesting an extension of their operating hours.
b. Open Space & Trails Committee - Last meeting was cancelled.  Brad gave brief update on continuing items.
c. Saber Ridge Water Resources – Discussed earlier during MC briefing. 

d. Dominion Transmission - The Town still has not received an application.  Dominion will have to go through the local review process once application has been submitted.  Brad then informed the PC that he and Kristin would hold a staff-level meeting with Dominion representatives on February 24th to determine the status of its Town application.
VII. Public Comment – 
Citizens Ted Cady and Michelle Sweet offered questions regarding FERC process and if they have requested the Town to give an indication of their feelings.  Brad then responded to some general procedural questions.

VIII. Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Sweeny
Vice Chair
Myersville Planning Commission

Planning & Zoning Staff Report

 Myersville Planning Commission Regular Meeting- Tuesday, March 6, 2012

       ACTION ITEMS
1. Quail Run Open Space Review – Developer will be in attendance to follow-up on recommendations made by Open Space & Trails Committee and discussion held during February 7th Planning Commission meeting.  Several recommendations were incorporated into the revised Preliminary Plan including a tot lot which will be placed within the previously approved forest stand delineation.  Plans will be delivered Monday.

ACTION:
For discussion and direction.  




If incorporation of recommendations and overall revisions are acceptable, then 



staff may schedule approval of Preliminary Plan for April or May. 

2. Quail Run Preliminary Forest Conservation Plan Revision – Per incorporation of the open space and recreation recommendations, modifications are being proposed in the approved FCP.  Pursuant to Section 130-68.C the Planning Commission must approve amendments to the plan and can do so if it deems the proposed additional amenities to meet both open space and FRO requirements.  Staff will review for FRO consistency once received Monday and make recommendation.  Plans will be delivered Monday.  

ACTION:
For discussion and initial comments.  



Staff will then work with developer on identifying potential 


        CONTINUING BUSINESS


1. Commercial Signage Text Amendment – With park sponsorship signage amendment being considered by M&C, staff will revisit the update of commercial signage regulations.  Will review list of issues and begin refining for presentation at future workshop and/or meeting.

ACTION: 
Update and information only.

2. Backyard Chickens Text Amendment – Staff and PC members have begun researching various aspects of this issue in preparation of discussion at future meeting.  For the purposes of this meeting, staff will present a summary of considerations and seek input from PC as to suggestions on parameters such as number of hens, setbacks, containment, enforcement, etc.        

ACTION:
Update and seeking direction.  


        NEW BUSINESS
1. Commission 2012 Work Schedule – After recommending policy priorities in the Annual Report and reviewing upcoming business before the PC, staff will offer a tentative schedule of when items may be considered on future agendas.  This continues last year’s practice of budgeting business items to create manageable and predictable workloads for PC.   
ACTION:
For information and discussion.

       TOWN PLANNER BRIEFING
1. Open Space & Trails Committee Update – Committee and staff have made arrangements with Middletown High School staff and students to participate in certain projects. Trolley Park options were discussed during rescheduled February meeting and will coordinate an informal meeting with Fire Company to discuss potential plans.

2. Sibu Sura Chocolates, LLC BOA Hearing – Request for hours of operation extension will be held before Board of Appeals Monday and will have update at that time.

3. Guenthner Property – Met with property owner interested in considering annexation.  After explaining the process in addition to applicable subdivision and zoning codes, it was determined that property owner should attend future PC or Joint workshop for initial discussion prior to proceeding with formal petition. 

4. DTI Application Status – DTI submitted its formal application to FERC and staff met with DTI representatives to discuss status of Master Plan Amendment to Town.  Staff has also conversed extensively with legal counsel and FERC staff regarding the interrelation of the two processes.  Given the complexities of these processes and recent advice, staff will present overview of information and options and field PC questions.


       MEETINGS
1. BOCC-Municipalities Meeting – Thursday, March 8th 
2. County/Municipal Planners Quarterly Meeting – Friday, March 9th 

Respectfully prepared and submitted:







Friday, March 2, 2012

Bradford Dyjak, Planning & Zoning Administrator
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