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MYERSVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

Summary of Special Meeting Held

May 29, 2012

The Special Meeting of the Myersville Planning Commission, commenced at 7:10 pm. at the Dominion Transmission, Inc. Compressor Station in Chambersburg, PA.  The purpose of the meeting was to conduct a site visit and tour of an existing natural gas compressor station as research for reviewing the Site Master Plan Amendment that was submitted by the applicant and referred to the Planning Commission for its public hearing and recommendation. 

Members in attendance were Monty Bussard, Council liaison Mark Etheridge, Chairman Dave Sexton, Vice Chair Laura Sweeny, Donna Squires and Bradford Dyjak.

Also in attendance:

Dominion Transmission – Wayne Burkhammer, Travis Cutler, Mike Zinck and Mike Isper. 

Members of the Public – Barb Dye (The Citizen), Debbie Bruns, Ann Nau, Dave Nau, Michelle Sweet, Ron Allison (adjacent property owner invited by DTI) 

1. Layout – 

a. Somewhat different from proposed Myersville facility in that the facility includes electrical reciprocating engines at approximately 4,600 hp each.  

b. The proposal for the Myersville calls for gas-powered centrifugal force turbine engines.  Turbines allow for a suction/discharge ratio that nears equilibrium unlike the reciprocating engines.

c. A Measurement and Regulation station exists on the Chambersburg station, consisting of several exposed pipelines and meters.  This is not proposed for the Myersville station. 
2. Site –

a. Rural in immediate area comprising of farms along with some established homes on farmettes.

b. 450+ unit suburban subdivision is a ½ mile to the north of the site.  Many of these newer homes were constructed after compressor station was built.

c.  An older school located approximately 11/4 mile away predates the station.  

d. Nearest houses are 675’ away and appear to predate the compressor station.  

e. I-81 is approximately 11/2 miles east. 

f. Natural feature distances are as follows:

i. Small pond is 275’

ii. Large pond 900’

iii. Stream 1,000’ east   
g. Overall site occupies approximately 8 acres. 

h. Fenced complex occupies approximately 43/4 acres.  

i. Built in 1995, expanded in 1999 and 2004.  
j. Serves the DTI 30” north-south pipeline and east-west Texas eastern and Specter pipelines.     
k. The main buildings were mostly inconspicuous from adjacent roads until near the entrance driveway.  The fenced complex with buildings sits approximately 900’ from Warm Springs Road.

l. Noise was not immediately detectable from road and only a low amount appeared within 700’-500’ from complex.

3. Operations Overview – 

a. Variable times for usage and demand as sometimes plant runs 24 hours for several weeks/months.  Other times the plant is idle. The Chambersburg station handles multiple pipelines and is projected to be more active than proposed Myersville location.

b. All plants are subject to numerous, regular state and federal inspections – many unannounced.

c. Majority of pipes onsite – occupying approximately 9/10 acre – are not used for general boosting operations and are for Measurements and Regulation of the Texas Eastern and Specter pipelines which feed the site.  This type of equipment would not be included at the Myersville station.
d. DTI staff indicated that the company works with local review authorities to develop site-specific vegetation plans for plantings and maintenance.  Myersville location would be subject to Town Forest Resources Ordinance and approved Forest Conservation Plan and landscaping/design elements plan by the Planning Commission.   

4. Office Building – would have similar dimensions to proposed Myersville building.  Used primarily for office and break room purposes and would employ one operator and possibly one gas measurement analyst.

5. Auxiliary Building – 

a. Motor-controlled distribution box/power system (similar to hot water heater)

b. 1.5 stories, Myersville would have similar footprint.

c. Air pumped in for instrumentation 

6. Exterior of Compressor Building – approximately 75’ x 150’ 

a. 2 units running during visit totaling 13,000hp (out of 23,000hp capacity).  Light, occasional whistle of pipeline with low, continuous hum present from smokestack and turbines.  No vibration detected.

b. Building initially expanded in 1999 to accommodate additional units.

c. 2 metal smokestacks exist.  Only one stack proposed for Myersville station.

d. 4 storage/disposal tanks were present. No waste or lubricating oil tanks are proposed at the Myersville location.  There will be two tanks for pipeline fluids and filter separator.

e. Oil drums would be kept in nearby Drum Storage Building measuring approximately 32’ x 32 ’x 10’h.  
7. Interior of Compressor Building – 

a. Split into halves –

i. First half of building was original and contained 4 electric units.

ii. Second half includes 2, large reciprocating units and was the expansion. 

b. 1 unit was noticeably emitting heat and produced a “burnt” smell, while inside the building.  It was indicated by DTI staff that this was not the smell of natural gas as it is odorless.  The smell was undetectable outside of the compressor building.

c. No vibrations were detected either inside or outside of the compressor building.

8. Suction & Discharge Valve Yard – 

a. Included release valves and 4 gas cooling units mounted on concrete and metal risers. It was noted that only 2 of these units exist at the Leesburg, VA facility.

b. Gas was blowing through at least one unit since compressor engines were on.  The noise was audible at moderate-high levels in close proximity  

c. At times, noise from the units was detected up to 80 decibels from 50’ away.  There was little discernible noise from approximately 500’ away. 

d. No odorant added to gas during transmission – usually only added by end users in residential and commercial conveyance.  

i. Combustible gas indicators used for leak detection instead of odorant at compressor stations.

9. Safety – 
a. Interior and exterior throughout complex appeared very clean and well maintained.

b. Manual emergency shutoff valves throughout each area of the fenced complex.
c. Shutdowns and testing blow high-pressurized gas that is lighter than air in a vertical manner.  

i. When conducting an occasional testing blow-off/shutdown, advanced notification is provided to first responders and local residents.  Typically conducted between 9-10 A.M.

d. Operations headquarters are located in Clarksburg, WV

i. 24 hour monitoring of all regional stations with remote shutoff capabilities.

ii. Ability to contact local emergency personnel if needed. 

e. Clearly marked control centers, eye wash stations, first aid containers and safety signs throughout entire complex.  

Tour concluded at approximately 9:00 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Bradford Dyjak

Planning & Zoning Administrator
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