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February 26, 2026
Dear Mayor and Members of the Council,

| am writing as a Myersville resident and avid outdoor recreator. | am grl_?e@ﬁ?gt'}dg?é%‘rﬁé’%
such a walkable community and was excited about the addition of the Bullivant BErkSHaY
Treeland properties. This is a valuable opportunity to create a meaningful and lasting outdoor
space for our town.

Before moving to Maryland, | worked in Outdoor Programming Services for the Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, where | was involved in regional planning
and visitor experience on public lands. | currently teach hiking safety and basics through
Frederick Community College. Much of my professional and personal life has been dedicated to
creating safe, sustainable, and enjoyable outdoor recreation opportunities.

| respectfully recommend that Project Open Space funds be allocated to develop sustainable
trails leading to the creek. Well-designed natural surface trails using proper grading, drainage,
and erosion control would provide managed access while protecting the park’s natural features.

Currently, users are creating informal trails to reach and follow the creek. This type of
unsanctioned trail building can lead to erosion, habitat damage, and long-term management
challenges. The situation in the Frederick Watershed illustrates how years of unmanaged trail
development can require significant future correction and hours of resources. Proactively
building a sustainable trail at Bullivant Park would mitigate these impacts and guide responsible
use.

While | understand there are space limitations, | also encourage the Council to consider
modestly expanding the parking area, even by a few spaces, to improve safe access.

I have great concern regarding the proposal to construct a boardwalk over the wetlands. While
boardwalks can be appropriate in certain settings, they involve substantial upfront costs and
ongoing maintenance. They also require construction within sensitive wetland areas and are
generally less sustainable than well-designed land-based trails. In this case, directing funds
toward durable, low-maintenance natural surface trails would provide broader community
benefit and stronger environmental stewardship.

Investing Project Open Space funds in sustainable trail development, along with improved
access and parking, would be a fiscally responsible and lasting improvement to Bullivant Park.
This approach balances recreation, conservation, and long-term community benefit.

Myersville is a special place, and | am grateful for its historic and natural resources. | appreciate
your time, service, and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,Park

Tara Gettig

2712 Flintridge Court
Myersville, MD 21773
717-860-1758



HELPING
PEOPLE

February 27,2026

Kristin Aleshire, Town Manager
Mark Hinke Town Mayor

Mr Hinkle and Ms Aleshire,

Middletown People Helping People (MVPHP) was recently awarded a small grant through the John C
Summers Fund. This grant was through the Frederick Community Foundation and supports Myersville
residents who are having difficulty paying for utilities or property taxes.

If you know of residents that are currently struggling with utility bills, they can contact MVPHP
Emergency Assistance volunteers M-F 9-5 at 301-371-3119. Information is also available on our website
mvphp.org to request assistance. | do want to emphasize that we generally limit assistance to around
$300 per episode and that people must supply financial information and their utility bills to qualify.

Last year, without the grant, we were able to assist 6 individuals/families in Myersville with monies
totaling $1300. We hope to significantly increase those numbers with the grant and your assistance.

Sincerely

Janet Ciiarkowski Vice President MVVPHP
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Town of Myersville Attn: Water & Sewer Billing Department 301 Main Street P.O. Box
295 Myersville, MD 21773

RE: FORMAL DISPUTE OF BILL —~ URGENT Account N umber: 589-0 Service
Address: 10409 Easterday RD

To Whom Tt May Concern,

I am writing to formally dispute the water and sewer bill dated ending 12/29/2025 in the amount
of §2,223.64. '

[ am requesting an imediate investigation into this billing anomaly, a physical inspection of the
water meter, and a hold on this account balance until the matter is resolved.

Previous Attempts to Contact: Before sending this letter, 1 called your office on two separate
occasions regarding this bill. In both instances, the receptionist assured me that my request
would be forwarded to the appropriate department for review.

I have yet to receive a return call, email, or acknowledgement of my concern. Consequently,
I am sending this formal written notice to ensure this matter is documented and addressed

immediately. '

The History and The Issue: For the past 10 years, my household water usage has been
consistent. My quarterly bill has historically hovered around $238.00. My household size is now
smaller and water consumption habits have not changed.

Last year, I received correspondence from the Town regarding changes or upgrades to the water
metering system. Immediately following that period, my bills began to double without
explanation. Now, the most recent bill has arrived at $2,238.60.

This is nearly 10 times my historical average.

The Improbability of Usage: A bill of this magnitede would mmply that tens of thousands of
gallons of water have passed through the meter in a single quarter.,

The alleged usage of roughly 111,300 gallons is equivalent to filling a swimming pool five
times. It is physically impossible for my household to consume this amount via showers or daily

tasks, and a leak of this magnitude would be visibly catastrophic,



« [ have inspected my property and there are no visible leaks, standing water, or running
toilets that could account for such a massive volume.

« A leak of this size would likely have caused catastrophic damage to my home or
property, which has not occurred.

Given the timing, it is highly likely that this discrepancy is related to the recent meter
replacement, a calibration error in the new equipment, or a clerical decimal-point error in the
reading.

My Request I respectfully request the following actions be taken immediately:

1. Suspend alf late fees and shut-off procedures on my account while this dispute is
active.

2. Send a technician to inspect the meter to verify it is functioning correctly and was
installed properly.

3. Provide a usage log showing the day-by-day data transmission from the meter (if
available with the new system) to pinpoint exactly when this alleged usage occurred.

4. Adjust the bill to reflect my historical average usage once the error is identified,

-tam willing-to pay the historical average amount-of roughly $238.00 immediately while we
investigate the remaining balance, to show good faith.

Please contact me by phone at 361-232-2985 or email at family@melbouei.com to schedule the
inspection. [ look forward to a prompt resolution to this obvious error.

Sincerely,

Sandrick and Danielle Melbeuci



