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protections, requiring tax collectors to withhold owner-occupied residential properties from
tax sales if they only owe water and sewer charges. This prevents homeowners from losing
their homes solely due to water bill debt, matching existing protections in Baltimore

City. @ Maryland.gov +3

Key Details of the New Law (Effective Jan 1, 2026):

Water Lien Protection: Tax collectors must withhold owner-occupied residential
properties from tax sale if the debt consists only of water and sewer charges.

Thresholds: Jurisdictions are prohibited from selling liens for owner-occupied property if
the total tax owed is less than $1,000.

Expansion: These protections, previously focused in Baltimore City, are expanded
statewide to prevent foreclosure over water bills.

Additional Protections: The law increases the time before a tax lien purchaser can
foreclose on an owner-occupied home from 6 months to 9 months. & Maryland gov +2

Current Rules (Prior to 2026):

Baltimore City: Currently, owner-occupied properties cannot be sent to tax sale if the only
municipal lien is an unpaid water bill.

Other Counties: Some counties still include water bills in tax sales, but this will change
with the new statewide law. @ Baltimore City (.gov) +2

Disclaimer: Tax sale laws can be complex. Always check specific, current local ordinances,
as they may have changed.



Town of Myersville Water and Sewer Billing Policy

Introduction

The following policy is enacted in order to standardize the process by which payment of
delinquent water and sewer accounts is collected by the Town of Myersville. The policy
provides a fair and equitable means of addressing delinquent accounts in a clear and
reasonable manner,

This policy applies to all watet/sewer accounts billed by the Town of Myersville.

Policy

The Town of Myersville bills for water/sewer service on a quarterly basis.

All water/sewer accounts are required to be paid in full within 30 days of receipt of a
quarterly bill.

If a bill is not paid in full within 30 days, a late fee of 10% will be added to the balance
due for each 30 days for which full payment is not made to the Town.

Service will be terminated for any account which remains unpaid for more than one
consecutive quarter. No account will be allowed to remain in arrears for more than one
quatter, To avoid termination of service, all remaining balances accumulated prior to this
period (example given) must be paid in full, including late fees, within 30 days of receipt
of the next quarterly bill. After this period, final notice will be mailed and posted 14 days
prior to termination of service. No partial payments, postdated checks, or requests for
postponement will be accepted during this 14-day period.

Example: If thete is a balance from the previous quarterly billing mailed out April 1, that balance
must be paid in full prior to 30 days (late period) after receiving the second quartetly billing

mailed out on July 1. If the April balance is not received by July 31, then the property would be
posted for disconnection on August 15.

Mavor and Council Authorizations.

Reserved



Kathx Gaver

From: Fox, Diane <DFox@FrederickCountyMD.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2026 11:46 AM

To: Kathy Gaver

Cc: Fox, Diane

Subject: RE: Town of Myersville Sales Property Sale Tax
Kathy,

| also want to mention that the State passed legislation last year relating to tax sale. | cannot take
homeowner occupied properties to tax sale if the total due is less than $1,000 or if the property is only
going to sale for outstanding water/sewer charges. Once we’ve processed our delinguent file and know
who also has outstanding property taxes, we’ll let you know if anything doesn’t qualify.

Any guestions, let me know.
Diane

Diane Fox, CPA

Treasurer

Frederick County, Maryland
dfox@frederickcountyrmd.gov

30 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD 21701
301-600-1114

www.frederickcountymd.gov/treasury

Sent: Monday, February 16, 2026 11:39 AM

To: Kathy Gaver <kgaver@myersville.org>

Cc: Fox, Diane <DFox@FrederickCountyMD.gov>
Subject: RE: Town of Myersvitle Sales Property Sale Tax

Thank you!
Diane

Diane Fox, CPA

Treasurer

Frederick County, Maryland
dfox@fraederickcountymd.gov

30 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD 21701
301-600-1114

www.frederickcountymd.gov/ireasury



