
  

  

MYERSVILLE MONTHLY REPORT 

February 3, 2026 

JANUARY 2026 Monthly Report for Myersville 
 
OVERVIEW OF MONTHLY FLOW (W/WW) 
 
January had an unofficial total precipitation of 2.1” in Myersville.  

The town used 3.6025-million gallons of drinking water in January.  The average daily drinking water 
usage for the town was 116,210-gallons.  The 3-yr rolling average for water use is 113,991-gallons per 
day. 

The town’s wastewater facility treated 5.0761-million gallons of wastewater in January.  The average 
daily flow at the wastewater plant was 163,747-gallons.  The 3-yr rolling average for wastewater 
discharge is 137,357-gallons per day. 

The Inflow and Infiltration amount at the WWTP was 47,537-gallons per day, or 29%. 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT (WTP) 

All essential operational equipment is in good working order and well maintained.  Listed below are 
issues that have been or remain in need of being addressed. 

The Little Catoctin Creek flow is currently frozen over but still adequate for supply, at times struggling 
to meet the appropriated flow-by requirements while filling the reservoir (min requirement is 66-gpm).   

The Seven Springs flow at the upper reservoir flowed reduced, on average, from 14 to 12-gpm this past 
month.  

As Needed: MES operations personnel flush and clean the raw water inlet piping to the WTP, including 
the strainer and in-line chemical static mixer.  MES operators clean the static mixer and strainer using 
compressed air and water flow.  This maintains consistent and proper raw flows to the WTP filters. In 
April 2025 and again in January 2026, MES operators removed the static mixer to clean it thoroughly, 
which will be done semi-annually. 

On Hold: A new filter seal has been received for replacement of the WTP filter #1 seal.  This same repair 
was needed 2 years ago with filter #2.  MES operators will plan to manually remove the filter media and 
underdrain structure to inspect the underdrain piping, clean any media that has broken through, replace 
the seal, clean the underdrain strainers, install new stainless-steel bolts/nuts, and re-install the filter media.  



More filter media may need ordered to top off what has been lost over the years.  MES operations have 
decided to hold off on the replacement until Deerwoods is able to be placed back into service to provide 
more source water options if replacement does not go as planned. 

On-Going: Design/build of PFAS treatment for Deerwoods and Ashley well-houses.  A meeting was held 
April 1st with engineers and Town Manager concerning the Deerwoods PFAS upgrade. MES will 
continue to assist with any information needed by the engineers.  

Ashley Wells- MDE has determined the Ashley Wells to be GWUDI- ground water under direct 
influence of surface water.  Additional treatment and monitoring plans will be implemented to meet 
compliance.  This will be added to the PFAS upgrades currently being designed by ARRO.  A local 
plumber installed a dedicated raw water sampling tap the first part of February.  MES began pulling MDE 
required E. coli samples twice per month for 1-year (ending 1/26/2026).  Please advise when the 
engineers will need this information. 

Complete: MES operators advised the town of a water leak between 10 to 15K gallons per day was 
ongoing in December/January.  The flow also seemed to be going into the Brethren Church pumping 
station.  Water plant production flows were increased the week before Christmas to maintain proper 
storage tank levels.  The Town Manager and maintenance personnel located the leak and it was repaired 
the 3rd week of January.  Flows have returned to normal. 

Complete:  During routine Deerwoods and Meadow wells flushing operations in January, it was found 
that the Deerwoods well was tripping once pressure was added.  A local well mechanic pulled the failing 
pump and replaced it. 

WASTEWATE TREATMENT PLANT (WWTP) 

All operations were normal at the Town WWTP during the month.  Process control analysis results are 
closely monitored to ensure top quality treatment of the town’s wastewater, which after treatment, is 
discharged to Grindstone Run, a Use III-P trout stream.  All WWTP operational equipment is in good 
working service.  Treated effluent quality is outstanding and well within discharge permits limits.  Listed 
below are issues that have been or remain in need of being addressed. 

General upkeep and housekeeping are a continual task taken care of, as needed, by MES operators and 
Myersville maintenance personnel.  

On-Going:  A lightning strike that entered through the phone lines in July fully disabled the treatment 
plant PLC, auto-dialer system, chart recorder, and composite sampler.  MES operations continue to 
operate the system manually until the PLC can be replaced.  A local electrician and PLC experts have 
rebuilt the antiquated PLC, but the manufacturer supplied program may get us by until new PLC can be 
purchased and installed (40-weeks).  A valve actuator was purchased and replaced the week of November 
3rd.  Quotes for this new valve actuator and a repair option were reviewed and approved by the Town.  
The electrical and PLC contractors added a UPS unit to the damaged PLC to attempt to be able to run the 
default program automatically until the new PLC arrives in May 2026.  This was a success and MES 
operators will no longer need to make a special visit each night.  The PLC contractor also was able to 
change the default program to a more workable program that mirror what was in place prior to the 
lightning strike. This happened successfully the week of 11/17.  UPDATE: A PLC output card had to 
be replaced the week of January 26th due to a valve that failed to operate.  After troubleshooting, it 



was determined a PLC card had a bad relay.  A spare card on-site was used for replacement, and 
all has worked normally. 

On-Going:  One of the two effluent filter backwash pumps has failed.  Some troubleshooting found that a 
starter overload had failed.  Parts have been ordered so this pump can be put back into normal operation.  
One backwash pump being in service has been sufficient for proper cleaning in the meantime.  

PUMPING STATIONS/GENERATORS 

All generators and other pumping stations are in good working condition currently.  All regular 
maintenance is coordinated and completed by MES personnel.  Fuel levels for generators are monitored 
by MES personnel and tanks filled by the town contractor as needed. The semi-annual generator 
maintenance check took place in July 2025; the next due date is January 2026.  

On-Going/Continuous: MES has begun to operate each generator under normal load monthly to ensure 
proper operations take place during any power loss in the area.   

On-Going/Continuous: Monthly, MES personnel test each auto-dialer (alarm) system for proper 
notification and alerts at the beginning of each month. 

Recommended/On-Going: Planning continues for the replacement of both Brethren Church Road and 
McDonald’s pumping station pumps. Both stations are 53 years old.  Town engineers met again with 
MES and Town Manager concerning this in March 2025.  The plans from the Town Engineer were 
reviewed by Town and MES personnel. This project is proceeding as scheduled. Trees were 
removed from Brethren Church Road pumping station over the summer of 2025.   

*UPDATE- Antietam Electric has received some feedback from ARRO and has begun quoting the 
job. 

BUDGET INFORMATION 

The FY 26 CIP items discussed with the Town Manager continue/plan to be implemented.  Future CIP 
quotes for an automatic raw water strainer and storage tower rehab will be re-looked at and discussed as 
needed with Town engineering assistance and guidance. 

On Hold: MES has received quotes and plan to coordinate the future bypass of the water storage tower for 
rehab quoted by manufacturers; however, MES had the Town’s contracted engineer to review the plans 
prior to implementation to ensure proper storage and pressures will be viable for the Town during the rehab. 
This meeting took place in April 2023.  Plans will be made for this project after Deerwoods has been 
upgraded and back into service. 
 
Due to the age of the current WWTP valves and the timeframe of ordering / receiving replacements, MES 
recommends adding replacement/spare valves to the CIP list for funding the next few years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MISC. 

The town’s water and wastewater systems are working and performing as expected and producing high 
quality water well within the required regulatory limits.  All required sampling for the town has been 
completed as permitted and within compliance.  MES employees performed regular maintenance as 
scheduled and as needed. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

MES remains pro-active with facility maintenance and produces quality water treatment for the town at the 
best possible cost. 
 
MES operations will continue to coordinate, as directed by the Town Manager, with scheduled FY26 CIP 
items. 
 
The Town should continue actively looking for PFAS remediation and/or alternate PFAS-free water sources 
due to the Deerwoods and Meadow sources which are now unavailable to use due to PFAS findings.   
 
The MES engineering group recommends lightning protection measures be taken at the Water and 
Wastewater facilities to ensure future protection from major breakdowns and shutdowns. 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
If there are any other interests you would like me to add to this report, please let me know.   
 
As always, if you have any questions or needs, please contact me. 

Thank you, 

 Robert S. Barnhart     2/3/2026 
Bob Barnhart- Assistant Regional Supervisor 
Maryland Environmental Service 
Mobile: (443) 223-3416 
Office: (301) 791-4759 
E-mail: bbarnhart@menv.com 


